
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Decorative Tassels  

by Dazelle Venter 

Husqvarna Viking / Be Dazzled 

 

Requirements 

 Upholstery needle  

 Stiff cardboard  

 Embroidery floss (you would also use thread or yarn) 

 Scissors  

 Fabric glue  
 

Instructions 

A tassel is made of four simple parts: the tie, the head, the wrap and the bundle.  

 
 
Determine the finished length of your tassel and cut a piece of cardboard that is 5" wide x twice 
your determined length. For example, if you want your tassel to be 4" from top to bottom, cut a 
piece of cardboard that is 5" wide x 8" high.  
Fold your cardboard in half. In our example, the folded piece is now 5" wide x 4" high.  
Cut a strand of floss about 12". Most stands of cotton embroidery floss are actually made up of 
three twisted threads. This twisted set of threads makes up one strand.  
Insert your 12" floss strand in between your folded cardboard. This strand will eventually become 
your tassel tie.Wrap floss around the cardboard. The more you wrap, the fuller your tassel. About 
80 times is a pretty good average. 
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With one hand, hold the wrapped cardboard flat against a tabletop. With the other hand, grab both ends of 
your tie strand and gently pull it down and out the open end of the cardboard. Once out, you can let go with 
your first hand and use both hands to make a knot around the floss bundle with the tie strand. Cut along the 
opposite, folded edge to free your tassel from the cardboard.  

            
Make two to three additional knots with the tie strand to secure, adjusting your floss bundle if necessary to 
make sure you're knotting as close as possible to the exact middle of the floss bundle.  
For the wrap, cut at least a 24" strand of floss. Fold this strand in half and thread both cut ends through the 
end of your upholstery needle.  
Take your floss bundle and fold it in half at the knot. Circle your wrap strand around the bundle 
approximately ¼" to ½" from the top. This section from the top to the wrap is the head, you can adjust the 
size to whatever you'd like, but the rule of thumb is: the thinner the tassel, the smaller the head. Pass your 
needle back through the strand loop and pull tight to secure. 
 

                  
Once secured, circle your wrap strand around your floss bundle as many times as needed to achieve the 
look you want. Again, the look is up to you, but about eight to ten wraps is a good average.  
When you're finished going around and around, pass your needle back through the wrapped threads and 
pull tight. Trim off the excess and finish with a dab of fabric glue. Trim the bottom of your tassel to shorten 
and even edges as needed. If you want, you can also separate and fluff each strand's individual threads to 
fluff it out even more. Use the tie strand to attach the tassel to your project 
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